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WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, . 


ON SOME PASSAGES IN HIS 


« PRACTICAL REVIEW.” 


SIR, 


Ar TER the following Diſcourſe was compoſed, 


and within a few days of its being preached, I met 
with your late work, entitled, A Practical Review 
« of the prevailing Religious Syſtems of profeſſed 
« Chriſtians,” On looking into it, that part which 
particularly related to the ſubject diſcuſſed in that 
diſcourſe, naturally arreſted my attention ; and I 
was led to read the brief obſervations addreſſed 
« to Sceptics and Unitarians.” The very title of the 
Section was ſufficient to convince me, that you 
had fallen into that way of conſidering the tenets 
and character of Unitarians, the propriety of which 
it had been my deſign to diſpute, and which many 
able and learned writers had, before you, followed. 


have repreſented their ſentiments in their own 


words: but as your work did not come in my way, 
or was not even publiſhed, till my Sermon was 
prepared for the pulpit, your name does not appear 
in it. I, therefore, beg leave to ſubmit to your 
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ſeparate conſideration ſome Remarks, which 1 


would offer on the mode of your Addreſs, 2 


I cannot but be hurt at your claſſing, as others 
have done, thoſe who embrace, what I conceive to 
be, the truth of God in Chriſt Jeſus, with Scep- 
tics. It might have been expected, that a Gentle- 
man of your rank, who may be ſuppoſed free from 
the prejudices of a Divine, would have taken a 
more juſt and comprehenſive view of things, than 
is indicated by ſuch a mode of uniting very diſtinct 
and even oppoſite parties under one denomination, 
The'following diſcourſe, if you will have the con- 
deſcenſion to peruſe it with candor, will, it is pre- 
ſumed, ſuggeſt ſome remarks, that may convince 
you of the great impropriety of ranking Unitarians 
with Sceptics. But, though it might well ſuper— 
ſede any further diſcuſſion on the point, yet out of 
deference to your name, and the celebrity -of your 
work, I am induced, Sir, to advance other hints, 
which may, more particularly, apply to your 
« Addreſs and brief Obſervations.” 

The mention of Unitarians and Sceptics, as per- 
ſons to whom nearly, if not entirely, the ſame 
ſtrain of Addrefs equally belongs, appears to me 
extremely improper. For, according to the obvi- 
ous import of the terms, the one have fixed prin- 
ciples of belief, the other not: the one receive the 
Scriptures as containing a divine Revelation, de- 
riving from them their ſentiments concerning the 
Unity of God, and the character of Chriſt ; the 
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other, if they believe in God, do not embrace the 
revelation either of Moſes or Chriſt, If we bring 
home this deſcription to particular perſons, you, 
Sir, I perſuade myſelf, have too great a regard to 
truth and candor, to rank a Sir Iſaac Newton and 
Lord Bolingbroke, a Hopton Haynes and Hume, 
a Prieſtley and Gibbon, in one claſs, as men of the 
ſame faith. The mode of claſſing parties, which 
would be unfair with reſpect to individuals, cannot 
de accurate and juſt with reſpect to bodies of men, \4 
to which they reſpectively belong. You are not 
alone, indeed, as the following diſcourſe ſhews, in 
tuus confounding, together . Believers and Unbe- 
lievers. Such a deviation from. preciſion would, 
however (excuſe my freedom of remark) diſgrace j 
the compiler of a dictionary. It is a miſtake of a 
more ſerious caſt in an author, writing in the cauſe 
of religion, by whom the greateſt care ſnould be | 
preſerved to adhere to the words of truth and juſ- | 
tice. | | 
But“ Unitarianiſm,” you add, © is a ſort of- 
« half-way houſe between orthodoxy and infidelity, - 
e if the expreſſion may be pardoned ; a ſtage on | 
« the journey ; where ſometimes, indeed, a perſon” 
« finally ſtops, but where not unfrequently he 
« only paſſes for a while and then purſues his pro- 
„ greſs.” That ſome, having departed from what 
is reputed the orthodox faith, and embraced Uni- 
tarian ſentiments, have afterwards diſcarded even 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity is not to be denied, 
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and is not more ſincerely lamented by any than by 
pious Unitarians. But it would be hard, were any 
religious profeſſion to bear the blame, becauſe ſome 
of its adherents have deſerted it. Then Chriſ- 
tianity were to be blamed, becauſe, «© Demas, lov- 
ing the preſent world, forſook”” Paul, its great 
preacher. Then it would have reflected diſhonour 
upon Chriſt himſelf, that “ many, who had heard 
« him, went back and walked no more with him.“ 
And ſhall it be faid, that the religious faith which 
theſe diſcarded, was the half-way houſe between 
the courſe into which they fell; and that which 
they had originally followed ? Yet it was- a ſtage 
in the journey they made, Men, it appears, from 
a thouſand inſtances, are apt to run from one ex- 
treme to another. An admirer of the celebrated 
Dr. Foſter became a diſciple of Jacob Behmen. 
The fact, and the melancholy fact is, that the 
double-minded man is unſtable in all his ways. 
As the greater number of thoſe who firſt embraced 
chriſtianity adhered to it, ſo the majority of thoſe 
who, having been educated in the Trinitarian 
ſcheme, haye afterwards adopted Unitarian 
ſentiments, have ſtopt there: for Unitarianiſm, 
notwithſtanding your apprehenſtons to the contrary, 
affords a firm © reſt for the ſole of the foot.” It 
hath the ETERNAL LIFE, Which is the gift of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, for its object. It hath the 
evidences of his divine miſſion for the ſupport of its 
faith and hope. How can it be ſaid then, that there 
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is no ( ſtopping ſhort of unqualified Atheiſm?“ 
If this be the half-way houſe to infidelity, it might, 
with equal truth and prope, ſaid that a belief, 
taken up at any period of life;-that God is, and is 
the rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him, is 
« the half-way houſe to iſm ;“ © becauſe ſome, 
who have held this principle, have, afterwards, 
ſaid there was no God. | 
But you, Sir, conceive, and even aſſert, & that 
« Unitarianiſm ſeems to be\reſorted to, not merely 
« by thoſe who are diſguſted\by the peculiar doc- 
« trines of chriſtianity, but by thoſe alſo who are 
« ſeeking a refuge from the ſtrictneſs of her prac- 
« tical precepts, and who more particularly. would 
« eſcape from the obligations which ſhe impoſes 
« upon her adherents, rather to incur the dreaded 
« charge of fingularity, than fall in with the de- 
« clining manners of a diſſipated age.” You fpeak 

of this as a matter of fact, ; 
Excuſe me, if I aſk, Where is the proof of this 
fact? Have any Unitarians, in the compunction of 
their minds, or in the effrontery of their ſpirits, 
made you their confeſſor, and diſcloſed to you the 
ſegret diſrel:ſh for virtue and religion, by which 
they were governed in the choice of their creed ? 
Or have you penetrated into the receſſes of their 
hearts, and ſeen there the operation of vicious de- 
ſires, ſeeking releaſe from the precepts of the gol- 
pel? You might, Sir, have appriſed them, that 
their views, however you became acquainted with 
them, were as fooliſh as they were ſinful: that 
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they were ſeeking a refuge where it was not to be 


ſound. Vou might have informed them, as you 


have the candor and juſtice to tell your readers, 
that the Unitarian teachers by no means profeſs 
« to abſolve their followers from the unbending 
« ſtrictneſs of the chriſtian morality : that they 


« preſcribe the predominant love of God, and an 


_ «. habitual ſpirit of devotion.” We owe to you our 
thanks for this conceſſion. It is no more, however, 
than is due to us, If any have recourſe to the 
Unitarian Creed, as indulgent to looſer morals, 
they muſt be ſtrangely ignorant of its nature, It 
cancels not one precept of chriſtianity, It placeth, 
we judge, the example of Chriſt in a light pecu- 
liarly inſtructive, affecting, and animating as 
that of a man, who was in all points tempted like 


as we are, who felt as we feel; but who over- 


came. It placeth righteouſneſs and repentance 


upon the ground on which all the world was called 


to repentance, that of God's having appointed a 
&« day, in which he will judge the world in righte- 
« ouſneſs by that man whom he hath ordained, 
« whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all men in 
« that he hath raiſed him from the dead.” It ad- 
.mits, and admits with a deep conviction of the im- 
portance and magnitude of the deſign, that Chriſt 
c died to redeem us from ull iniquity, and to purify 
« us unto God a „eke zealous of good 
« works.” It embraceth thoſe promiſes, by which 
we are exhorted and animated to cleanſe ourſelves 
from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, and to 
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« perfect holineſs in the fear of God.“ And it in- 
cludes the hope, that Chriſt Jeſus will again ap- 
pear in glory ; the hope which purifieth thoſe who 
cheriſh it, “ as he is pure.” How ignorant, or 
how preſumptuous then muſt be any, who can 
think of taking refuge in a conformity to the man- 


ners of a declining age, under the Unitarian 


Creed | 
But you conſider it as a fact, ſcarcely to be diſ- 
puted, that “ this claſs of Religioniſts is not ge 
« nerally diſtinguiſhed by ſuperior purity of life, 
« and {till leſs for that frame of mind, which, by 


e the injunction, to be ſpiritually, not carnally 


« minded, the word of God preſcribes to us, as. 
« one of the ſureſt teſts of our experience of the 
« vital power of chriſtianity.” How extenſive or 
minute your acquaintance. with Unitarians may 
be, it is not for. me to ſay, But this I can with. 
confidence and pleaſure aſſert, that I know among 
them, in my confined circle, not a few of ſuperior 
goodneſs, virtue, and piety : men, ſo ſpiritually. 
minded, that no malignity could intimidate them, 
or any influence of a Premier bribe them to ſup- 

port meaſures contrary to rectitude, or to aid the. 
ſchemes of a ſanguinary and deſolating ambition. 
As to maſles of mankind, it is not eaſy to form a. 
comparative eſtimate of the quantum or preponde- : 
rancy of genuine virtue in one more than in another. 

Every denomination of chriſtians, I doubt not, and 


rejoice in the perſuaſion, can produce its excellent 
AS chat ac- 


a | 
characters: and in all there is ſo much amiſs, fo 
much contrary to the true ſpirit of the goſpel, fo much 
criminal, that it ſcarcely becomes any party to ſay 
to another, © Stand by, for I am holier than thou.” 
The conduct of Chriſtians, in general, hath af- 
forded, to Africa and the Eaſt Indies, no favour- 
able ſpecimen of the genius and laws of the religion 
they profeſs. 


This, however, is certain, that an Unitarian can 


find no plea in his creed for indolence in the buſi- 
neſs of religion, or procraſtination of his great con- 
cerns in the belief, that converſion muſt be effected 
by an irreſiſtible influence. He finds no pattern for 
an inexorable temper, . no countenance for impla- 
cable ſternneſs towards an offending brother in the 
notion, that the fins of men were not to be for- 
given without an infinite ſatisfaction made to di- 
vine juſtice. He finds no ſubſtitute for perſonal 
righteouſneſs in a vicarious atonement and the im- 
putation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs. In theſe re- 
ſpects the Unitarian receives not principles, which 
ate eaſily capable of being turned into a juſtification 
of wicked courſes, and which have been, actually, 
applied in that manner. If therefore he want a 
refuge from the ſtrictneſs of the practical precepts 
of chriſtianity, in embracing Unitarian * 
he doth not act very wiſely. 

If I do not, Sir, treſpaſs too long upon your 


patience, I would notice another particular in your 


addreſs. One great advantage,” you fay, © poſ⸗- 
ſeſſed 
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« ſeſſed by Deiſts, and perhaps, in a ſtill greater de- 
« gree by Unitarians in their warfare with the 
« Chriſtian ſyſtem reſults from the very circum- 
« ſtance of their being A/ailants.” That they 
are * Aﬀailants* is the neceſſary conſequence of 
advancing opinions contrary to ſyſtems, which have 
had, for many ages, a wide fpread and firm footing. 
But this circumſtance forms no ſolid objection 
againſt the truth of their opinions, or the propriety 
of their conduct. It doth not follow that becauſe 
Trinitarians haye been long Maſters of the field, 
they came into thy poſſeſſion of it by fair means, 
and merely by the force of truth, It is poſſible, 
that they only diſpoſſeſſed former Unitarians, who 
had before them held the ground. This is certain, 
that Chriſtianity itſelf muſt, firſt, have appeared in 
the light of an aſſault on prevalent and long eſta- 
bliſhed ſyſtems. In like manner, after a long reign 
of Popiſh tyranny and ſuperſtition, the Reformers 
roſe up as Afjailants, Errors and corruptions, 
when they have once gained a footing can, by no 
other means, be done away but by ſome bold ſpirits, 
who, with an enlightened underſtanding and firm- 
neſs of mind, venture to ail them. So far then 
as Aſſailants merely of what you judge to be the 
fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity, but what 
they conſider as groſs corruptions of it, they are free 
from blame. They act only as men who think 
that they have deteCted error and diſcovered truth, 
ſhould act. They act, as Luther and Calvin, as 
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Chriſt and his Apoſtles acted, in former ages: who, 
by their conduct, gained everlaſting honour to their 
own names, and rendered the world the moſt eſſen- 
tial ſervice. 


The queſtion ought to be, how is the affault 


conducted; with what ſpirit and weapons, and on 
what principles? You, Sir, appear to think, that 
it is artfully managed by urging only perplexing 
difficulties and plauſible objections: © which,” you 
juitly obſerve, (may be adduced againſt the moſt 
<« eſtabliſhed truths,” And, with great propriety, 
you add, that in all cafes it becomes us, not on a 
partial view to reject any © propoſition, becauſe 
c it is attended with difficulties ; but to compare 
e the difficulties which it involves with thoſe which 
c attend the alternate propoſition, which muſt be 
« embraced on its rejection.” Though this is 
ſound advice, yet a ſtrong, but juſt ſtatement of 
difficulties and abſurdities may not only be ad- 
mitted ; but has it uſes. Many perſons, when the 
queſtion was altercated between Papiſts and Proteſ- 
tants, it is not to be doubted, were brought off from 
the doctrine of T ranſubſtantiation, and led to ſee 
the true Scripture Doctrine, by a full repreſentation 
of the abſurdities and contradictions which were in- 
volved in it. The Unitarian is, certainly, much 
impreſſed with the difficulties that attach to the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. It implies not only things 
incomprehenſible, of which all nature is full, but 


contradictions, at which the underſtanding revolts. 
« A Chhriſ- 


« A Chriſtian,“ ſays Lord Bacon, meaning there- 
by the Athanaſian Chriſtian and member of the 
Church of England, “ believes three to be one, 
« and one to be three; a father not to be elder 
« than his ſon ; a ſon to be equal with his father; 
and one proceeding from both to be equal with 
« both; as believing three perſons in one nature 
« and two natures in one perſon. He believes a 
« virgin to be a mother of a ſon; and that very 
<« fon of her's to be her maker. He believes him 
«© to be ſhut up in a narrow womb, whom heaven 
and earth could not contain. He believes him 
«© to have been born in time, who was, and is, 
« born from everlaſting. He believes him to have 
tc been a weak child, carried in arms, who is the 
« almighty; and him once to have died, who only 
« hath life and immortality in himſelf*.” Such 
repugnancies make a formidable objection. "They 
are, on the aſpect of them, incompatible with the 
nature of religion, which is deſcribed to be a ra- 
ticnal ſervice. Can. you wonder, that they are 
urged againſt the doctrine with all the force of ar- 
gument? Can you wonder, that they diſpoſe any 
to reject the creed which is clogged with them: eſ- 


-pecially when there offers a faith, which can be 


expreſſed in plain, intelligible and ſcriptural 


terms ? 
You take, Sir, a partial view of the mode cf 


»* A Quotation in Dr. Diſney's Sermons, Vol, 1. p. 147, 8. 
ale 
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aſſault adopted by Unitarians, when you conſider 
it, as you ſeem to do, as confined only to a ſtate- 
ment of difficulties. This is by no means the 
whole of the caſe. A diſtinguiſhed writer on their 
ſide has well expreſſed the ſentiments of the reſt 
as well as his own: when he ſays, No Unita- 
« rian that I know, or have read of, did ever ob- 
« ject to any part of a divine revelation, becauſe 
« it was beyond his comprehenſion. Let me 
« know but clearly, that God has ſignified his 
« mind and will; and then let the ſubje& be ever 
« fo unfathomable by me, I will receive and be- 
« lieve it; becauſe no better reaſon can poſſibly be 
« given for any thing, than that God hath ſaid 
33 F 

For the information of your Readers, whom 
your © obſervations” are calculated, though I am 
perſuaded not deſigned, to miſlead, I will add that 
no writers have more fully lodged their appeal 
with the Scriptures, have urged more numerous, 
direct proofs from thence than have the Unitarian 
writers. On this plan was Dr. Clarke's cele- 
brated work drawn up. © He did not retire into 
« his cloſet,” ſays his epiſcopal Biographer, © and 
« ſet himſelf to invent and forge a plauſible hypo- 
« theſis, which might ſit eaſily upon his own mind. 
« He had not recourſe to abſtract and metaphyſi- 


* Mr. Lindſey's © Examination of Mr, Robinſon's 
Plea,” Preface, p. 24. 
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ce cal reaſonings, to cover or patronize any ſyſtem 
« he might have embraced before. But, as a 
« Chriſtian, he laid open the New Teſtament be- 
« fore him. He ſearched out every text, in which 
« mention was made of the three perſons, or of 
« any one of them. He accurately examined the 
“ meaning of the words uſed about every one of 
« them: and by the beſt rules of grammar and cri- 
« tique, and by his {kill in language, he endeavour- 
« ed to fix plainly what was declared about every 
« perſon : and what was not. And what he thought 
te he had diſcovered to be the truth, he publiſhed 
&« under the Title of © The Scriptuce Doctrine of 
« the Trinity*.” On a like plan was drawn up 
a popular piece, written by Mr. Hopkins, a worthy 
Clergyman, entitled © AnAppeal to the Common 
« Senſe of all Chriſtian people:” following, in- 
deed, not an artificial arrangement, but the order 
of the books of the New Teſtament. On this 
plan is compoſed a work by a learned Layman, Mr, 
Chriſtie of Montroſe, called Diſcourſes on the 
Divine Unity.” All Mr. Lindſey's pieces exhibit, 
in one form or another, an examination of the 
Scriptures on this ſubject. This is, alſo, the caſe 


of an elaborate work; the title of which is “ The 


« Scripture Account of the Attributes and Worſhip 
« of God, and ofthe Character and Offices of Jeſus 
« Chriſt:” by Hopton Haynes, Eſq. Aſſay- maſter of 


* Dr, Sam, Clarke's Sermons, Vol. 1. pref. p. 23, 4. 8vo. 
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the Mint. -In it are produced all the paſſages of 
any moment, where the divine Being or his quali- 
ties and attributes are mentioned ; and likewiſe, all 
thoſe paſſages that relate to the character and 
offices of Jeſus Chriſt, The Author © looked 
upon the Scripures,” we are told, © to be the beſt and 
“ moſt infallible Expoſitor of Scripture ; and, there- 


t fore, paid but little regard to any human ſchemes 
cc or explanations: and he thought himſelf tho- 


<« roughly juſtified to his own conſcience, in taking 
« his notions of God from the word of God 
« alone.*” TIT 

It is a fact, Sir, of which I am apprehenſive, 
that you and many others are not duly aware, that 
the moſt eminent Unitarians have been cloſe Scrip- 
ture Students, and have been led into the view of 
things they have adopted, even in the firſt inſtance, 
by reading the Scriptures. From the aſſiduous ſtudy 


of them, eſpecially of the New Teſtament, Mr. 


Biddle derived all his learning in matters of Reli- 
gion. Dr. Lardner declared, that he had formed 
his ſentiments upon the Scriptures, without having 
been converſant with the Socinian writers. Dr. 
Prieſtley was educated in the ſtricteſt principles of 
Calviniſm, and the change of his ſentiments, he 
aſſures us, was gradually produced by what appear- 
ed to him, a fair and impartial ſtudy of the Scrip- 
tures, Mr. Haynes “ ſpent a number of years in 


* Preface, p. 6. 
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« examining the ſacred Scriptures of the Old and 


© New Teſtament, with the utmoſt defire and 


« moſt ardent prayer, that he might be rightly in- 
« formed in the trueſt ſenſe of the holy Authors 
« of thoſe divine books*.” And of Sir Ifaac 
Newton we are told, that amicſt the great variety 
of books, which “ he had conſtantly before him, 
« that which he + ſtudied with the greateſt appli- 
« cation was the B1BLE.” Theſe facts ought to 
ſcreen the Unitarians from the charge of treating 
the Scriptures with contempt or indifference. 
Theſe facts beſpeak, Sir, your candor, and the 
candor of every man towards them. Theſe facts 
ſhew, that not the pride of human reaſon, but a 
firm perſuaſion, that their opinions were founded in 
the Scriptures, governed theſe diſtinguiſhing advo- 
cates of Unitarian Sentiments, 

Permit me to conclude with a paſſage from the 
candid and excellent Dr, Kippis, which deſerves, 
Sir, your calm conſideration, and the conſideration 
of every one who, like you, is diſpoſed to impute 
to Unitarians an indifference to the bleſſings and 
authority of the goſpel, and to blend them with 
Deiſts and Sceptics, as alike engaged in an attack 
on © the fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity.” 
Dr. Kippis was a Gentleman who had an extenſive 
acquaintance with the perſons and writings of Uni- 
tarians; and thus had every opportunity of, forming 


* Preface, p. 1. + Id. p. 20. note. 
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4 juſt judgment of their principles and views, and of 
the diſcriminating differences between them and the 
ſeveral parties of Chriſtians. The paſſage to which I 
refer is ina vindication of rational Chriſtians, whom 
Mr. Soame Jenyns had “ charged with pretending 
c to be Chriſtians, without believing.” It is found 
in his life of Sir John Pringle ; who, alſo, he ac- 
quaints us, became fully convinced, by his fludy 
« of the Scriptures, that the Athanaſian doctrine of 
« the Trinity made no part of them: but that 
te they uniformly concurred in aſſerting the unity 


« and ſupremacy of the God and Father of man- 


« kind.” Referring to Unitarians, Dr, -Kippis 
thus expreſſeth himſelf; „There are none who 
« are more firmly perſuaded of the truth of the 
% Goſpel, none who are more clearly convinced of 
te its divine original, none who are more entirely 
% ſatisfied with the weight and variety of its evi- 
% dence, none who more ſineerely rejoice in its in- 
% valuable contents, than rational Chriſtians, If 
ce there be ſome doctrines that have commonly 
« been received, to which they do not give their 
« affent, this doth not ariſe from the pride of hu- 
« man reaſon, but from their firm perſuaſion, that 
« ſuch doctrines are not to be found in the Scrip- 
„ tures. They are ſatisfied, that the invaluable 
« bleflings, derived from the Goſpel, were be- 
4e ſtowed in a ſupernatural manner, by the God 
« and Father of mercies ; that Jeſus Chriſt is the 


« diſpenſer of them; and that they conſiſt of 
« know- 
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„ knowledge, pardon, purity, and everlaſting hap- 
« pineſs.” 

He adds, © It is an obſervation of great moment, 
“ and which, therefore, deſerves to be attended to, 
« that the believers in Chriſtianity do not differ ſo 
« much in their ſentiments concerning the nature 
c and value of the bleſſings derived from the Goſ- 
« pel, as with reſpect to ſome other queſtions, 
« They are all agreed, that, when mankind were 
« ignorant and guilty, corrupt, and liable to a ſen- 
« tence of eternal death, the Saviour appeared, to 
« communicate ſpiritual inſtruction, to beſtow 
© upon them the forgiveneſs of fin, to purify their 
hearts and regulate their conduct, and to raiſe 
« them to everlaſting felicity and glory. Of the 
« unſpeakable excellence and immenſe greatneſs, 
« of theſe benefits, Chriſtians are alike ſenſible, 
« and alike aſcribe them to the revelation of Jeſus, 
« however they may vary in their opinions con- 
t cerning the cauſes, or the effetts of the cauſes, 
©« which brought men into their wretched condi- 
tion; and whatever ideas they may have formed 
© concerning the dignity of the perſon by whom 
« the bleflings of the goſpel are conveyed, and the 
&« peculiar operation of his ſufferings*.” | 

"Theſe ſentiments, methinks, muſt carry weight 


* Life of Sir John Pringle prefixed to “ Six Dif. 
courſes,” p. 84-5-6-7. | 
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ö to every candid, conſiderate mind. Leaving them. 
[| for your attention, I have the honour to ſubſcribe. 
| myſelf, 
| 


Sir, 
Very reſpectfully your obedient ſervant, 


| : Josnva TouLrMin. 
Taunton, 14th-July, 1797. 
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11. CORINTHIANS. x. 7. 


If any Man truft to himſelf, that he is Chriſt's, 
let him of himſelf think this again, that as he is 
Chris, even ſo are we Chriſt's. 


AFTER: the Apoſtle Paul had* leſt Corinth, 
where he had been the happy inſtrument of Provi- 


dence in forming a numerous Chriſtian Church, not 
only .a party-ſpirit broke out among the new con- 


verts, but a ſtrong faction was raiſed, in particular, 


againſt himſelf, This was created by a new. in- 


ſtructor, by nation a Jew, who.had found means to 
eſtabliſh his authority in this ſociety. 


It was, therefore, one leading deſign of the 


Apoſtle in each of his epiſtles to that church, to 


ſupport his own character and credit, and to vindi- 
cate himſelf from the calumnies of thoſe who ad- 
hered to the falſe teacher. In the ſecond epiſtle, 
from which our text is taken, this deſign is pur- 


ſued from the beginning of the firſt chapter to the 


ſixteenth verſe of the ſeventh. The argument is 
reſumed a few verſes before our text, and proſecuted 
very nearly to the cloſe of the epiftle. The apoſ- 
tle aſſerts his own extraordinary powers, examines 
the pretenſions of the falſe apoſtle, argues from the 


diſ- 
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diſintereſtedneſs of his own conduct, draws a con- 
traſt between himſelf and his opponent, appeals to 
the extraordinary revelation he had received, and 
to the ſupernatural gifts he had communicated, and 
urges the kindneſs of his intentions towards the 
Corinthians; at the ſame time, warning them of 
the-power and authority, which, on his return to 
Corinth, he would, according to the commiſſion 
under which he acted, exerciſe among them *. 

In our text the application is made to the inward 
conviction and judgment of his adverſary.himſelf : 
« Tf any man truſt to himſelf, that he is Chriſt's, 
< Jet him of himſelf think this again, *that as he 
cc is Chriſt's, even ſo are we Chriſt's.” This ad- 
dreſs to his opponent, which is tender and delicate, 
implies, that if he were Chriſt's, his diſciple and 
miniſter, he would poſſeſs the indubitable marks of 
ſuch a character, which, if he reflected, he muſt 
be ſenſible, were alſo fully poſſeſſed by the apoſtle. 


He could not appeal, in his own favour, to more 


ſtriking, more numerous, or more convincing 
proofs than were exhibited in the miniftry of Paul. 
He ought, therefore, when he ſet up his own 
claims, to do juſtice to his character. 

We have to lament, that a diſpoſition to under- 
mine the reputation of others, and even to deny 
their claim, in ſome inftances, to the Chriſtian 


* See the Apoſtle's train of argument traced out and il- 
luſtrated in Mr, Locke's excellent “ Paraphraſe and 


Notes.” 
cha- 
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character, was not peculiar to the opponent ©: 
Paul, nor has been limited to the apoſtolic age. 
They, with whom I this day appear, have, out of 
all the denominations of Chriſtians, particular rea- 
ſons to complain of this temper obſerved towards 
themſelves. They have been, they are accuſed of 
being governed by pride, of exalting their own 
reaſon in oppoſition to the Scriptures, of degrading 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, It is no difficult tranſition 
from ſuch charges to proceed to an impeachment of 
the reality of their © faith in divine Revelation.” 
In a recent and popular publication, Unitarian 
Chriſtians are repreſented, as © having a heart ſecret- 
« ly diſaffected to the true character and govern- 
« ment of God, and diflatisfied with the goſpel 
« way of falvation#,” Such charges have been 
often -brought up and repeated, by one writer after 
another, deriving weight from the learning, talents 
and reſpectability of thoſe who have alleged 

An eminent profeſſor accuſes Unitarian Chriſtians 
of © making little of the moſt expreſs declarations 
&« of Scripture, and of perverting the plain and ob- 
« vious meaning of the Scriptures - by falfe 
“ gloſſes f.“ A biſhop of eminent erudition hath 


* Fuller's „ Calviniſtic and Socinian Schemes 
examined and compared,” 1 Ed. p. 326. 


Dr. White: Bampton Lecture Sermons. Notes, 
P+ 55-6. 
; ſaid, 


. 


ſaid, that © if there were any, theſe are the men, 
«© who not privily, as the apoſtle ſpeaks (2 Pet. 
ii. 1.) “ but publickly bring in damnable herefies, 
« even denying the Lord that bought them, the 
« atonement made by Chriſt as well as his divi- 
cc nity*.” A writer, to whoſe elegant and learned 
pen, literature and morality owe conſiderable obli- 


gations, has ſpoken of us as “ zealouſly' lowering 


« our Saviour in the opinion of his followers+.” 
It has been inſinuated, that we only © pretend to 
ce believe the goſpel.” I ſhould be tediaus, were I 
to. bring forwards the numerous paſſages, wherein 
we have been claſſed with Mahometans. One 
from the pen of a Prelate of the' preſent day will 
ſerve as 'a ſpecimen of the reſt. In his circular 
letter, on the caſe of the Emigrant Clergy, ſtyling 
them his © brethren, members of Chriſt, children 
ce of God, heirs of the promiſes,” he adds, „more 
&« near and dear to us in truth by far, than ſome 
« who affecting to be called our Proteſtant. bre- 
« thren, have no other title to the name of Pro- 
« teftant, than a Jew or a Pagan; who not being 
«© a Chriſtian is for that reaſon only not a Papiſt; 
« perſons profefling to receive our Lord as 2 
“ Teacher, as the very Aahometans receive him, 


* Bp. Newton, | 

+ Dr. Knox. Advertiſement to his Sermons.” 

t Mr. Barnard. See Dri 'Prieftley's  * Deferice of 
Unitarianiſm for 1788 and 1789. p. 78. 
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« call in queſtion, however, what is not called in 
« queſtion by the Mahometans, the infallibility of 
« his doctrine *.” Another Prelate, diftinguiſhed 
lately in the walk of literature, by raiſing a tribute 
of reſpect to the memory of Bp. Warburton, hath 
characteriſed our opinions as “ Socinian impro- 
« prieties ;” and, in repreſenting the ſentiments en- 
tertained concerning us by his deceaſed patron, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to *convey his own : when he tells us, 
that © next to Infidels profeſſed, there was no ſet 
« of writers he treated with leſs ceremony, than 
« the Socinian: in whom he ſaw an immoderate 
« preſumption, and ſuſpected not a little ill faith. 
« For profeſſing to believe the divine authority 
« of the Scriptures, they take a licenſe in ex- 
« plaining them, which could hardly be thought 
« conſiſtent with that belief. In ſhort, he regarded 
% Socinianiſm (the idol of our ſelf-admiring age) 
« as a ſort of infidelity in diſguiſe, and as ſuch he 
gave it no quarter f.“ 

I will cloſe this roll of charges againſt Unitarian 
Chriſtians with 4 paſſage from the pen of a learned 
lady of this age, in a work which has grammatical 
ſcience for its ſubject. The ingenious Author, 
chooſing to call them the followers of Socinus, fays, 
that «© they can ſcarcely be offended by finding 


* Bp. Horſley, 
+ Dr. Hurd's “ Life of Bp. Warburton.” 
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ſaid, that “ if there were any, theſe are the men, 
4 who not privily, as the apoſtle ſpeaks (2 Pet. 
ii. 1.) & but publickly bring in damnable hereſies, 
C n denying the Lord that bought them, the 
ct atonement made by Chriſt as well as his divi- 
6c nity#*.” © A writer, to whoſe elegant and learned 
pen, literature and morality owe conſiderable obli- 
gations, has ſpoken of us as zealouſſy lowering 
te our Saviour in the opinion of his followers t.“ 


It has been inſinuated, that we only ( pretend to 


© believe the goſpelt.” I ſhould be tediaus, were I 
to bring forwards the numerous paſſages, wherein 
we have been claſſed with Mahometans. One 
from the pen of a Prelate of the preſent day will 
ſerve as à ſpecimen of the reſt. In- his circular 
letter; on the caſe of the Emigrant Clergy, ſtyling 
them his brethren, members of Chriſt, children 
« -of God, heirs of the promiſes,” he adds, more 
„ near and dear to us in truth by far, than ſome 


d who affecting to be called our Proteſtant bre- 


« thren, have no other title to the name of Pro- 
« teſtant, than a Jew or a Pagan; who not being 
4 Chriſtian is for that reaſon only not a Papiſt; 
6 perſons profefling to receive our Lord as 2 
Teacher, as the very Mahometans receive him, 
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« call in queſtion, however, what is not called in 
« queſtion by the Mahometans, the infallibility of 
« his doctrine v.. Another Prelate, diftinguiſhed 
lately in the walk of literature, by raiſing a tribute 
of reſpect to the memory of Bp. Warburton, hath 
characteriſed our opinions as “ Socinian impro- 
« prieties; and, in repreſenting the ſentiments en- 
tertained concerning us by his deceaſed patron, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to convey his own : when he tells us, 
that “ next to Infidels profeſſed, there was no ſet 
« of writers he treated with leſs ceremony, -than 
« the Socinian: in whom he ſaw an immoderate 


« preſumption, and ſuſpected not a little ill faith. 


« For profeſſing to believe the divine authority 
« of the Scriptures, they take a licenſe in ex- 
« plaining them, which could hardly be thought 
« conſiſtent with that belief. In ſhort, he regarded 
“ Socinianiſm (the idol of our ſelf-admiring age) 
« as a ſort of infidelity in diſguiſe, and as ſuch he 
« gave it no quarter t.“ 

I will cloſe this roll of charges againſt Unitarian 
Chriſtians with a paſſage from the pen of a learned 
lady of this age, in a work which has grammatical 
ſcience for its ſubject. The ingenious Author, 
chooſing to call them the followers of Socinus, ſays, 
that © they can ſcarcely be offended by finding 
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ce themſelves ranked under the widely ſpreading 
<« banner of infidelity, while,” ſhe adds, „we 
« who believe and are ſure, that Jeſus was the Son 
& of God, have a right to tax this people as Infidels, 
« that endeavour to deſpoil our Redeemer of his 
4 divinity, when he himſelf expreſsly ſaid to his 
cc diſciple Philip, that he and his Father were one: 
( Philippe, qui videt me, videt et Patrem : quomods 
& tu dicis, oftende nobis Patrem? Nor can I gueſs, 
« why they ſhould wiſh to be called Chriftians, a 
ec mere contradiction in terms, while it is acknow- 
| &« ledged that God and Man are one Chriſt : fo that 
© notwithſtanding that they may revere and obey 
« ſome precepts given by Jeſus, they cannot with 
« propriety be denominated Chriſtians. Deiſm is, 
tc therefore, ſo far as I am capable to comprehend, 
cc the creed of unbelief, ſynonimuus to Socinianiſm.” 
Afterwards, indeed, this writer ſoftens, if not re- 
tracts her language. © Since the above was writ- 
tc ten, I have been told, that Socinians,” ſhe ſub- 
joins, © only deny the divinity of Chriſt, while 
« Deiſts doubt even his miſſion. This certainly 
tc doth bring the followers of Socinus at leaſt as 
« near to the true Chriſtian as are the rational and 
ce orthodox followers of Mahomet, for they ac- 
« knowledge the ſon of Mary as a prophet“.“ 

I will only add, that at times this general charge 
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of infidelity hath been heightened by exaggerating 
epithets, adapted to excite abhorrence and indigna- 
tion. A popular preacher commanding the atten- 
tion of a liſtening audience, hath announced his in- 
tention to enter the liſts with Socinians, as « daring 
« adverſaries, profane and ſcornful anbelievers; and 
« impious mortals who diveſt the great Author 
« and Founder of our faith of his divinity *;” * 

The charity “ which beareth all things“ may 
forgive theſe ſevere ſpeeches. The candor that 
« hopeth all things” may form kind allowances for 
the ignorance whence they aroſe, or for the 
prejudices which dictated them. But it would be a 
blamable inſenſibility to diſregard refleftions that 
impeach our ſincerity, our love of truth, and our 
reſpect for the Chriſtian Revelation. It would be 
a culpable indifference to the cenſures of others, 
not to feel ſome warm diſpleaſurg at the Philippics, 
tending, if not deſigned, to excite the bad paſſions 
of men againſt us, and evidently calculated to pre- 


vent our having an hearing. It might be excuſ- 


able, if our diſpleaſure roſe to a degree of holy in- 
dignation againſt ſuch inſinuations and harangues : 
for they affect the weight and uſefulneſs of our cha- 
rafters, and repreſent us neglectful of thoſe privi- 
leges of the goſpel which we eſteem our honour, 
and of thoſe bleflings which are © all our ſalvation 
and our deſire.” They injure us, and will be 


* Harriſon's Sermon before the Lord Mayor, 1788. 
B 2 found, 


1 | 
found, in reality, though not intentionally, pointed 
againſt the goſpel and its divine Author. Under 
theſe circumſtances it is reaſonable to complain. It 
is incumbent on us to remonſtrate with our fellow 
Chriſtians on the conduct they obſerve towards us, 
and to expreſs our earneſt wiſhes that they would 
take into conſideration the ground and juſtneſs of 
thoſe views which they entertain and diſſeminate 
concerning our title to the Chriſtian name and hope. 
« Tf any man truſt to himſelf, that he is Chriſt's, 
cc let him think this again, ſo we are Chriſt's.” 
On this argument I would obſerve, | 


Firſt, That our diſtinguiſhing ſentiments con- 
eerning the unity of God and the humanity of 
Jeſus Chriſt are not incompatible with the moſt 
ſerious conviction of the truth and divine authority 
of the goſpel. The evidences of divine Revelation 
are not affected by them. The avowal or reception 
of theſe principles does not go to the denial of the 
poſſibility of miracles ; does not invalidate the teſ- 
timony, on which reſts the proof of their having 
been performed; nor doth it imply a rejection or 
doubt of the word of prophecy. If our religious 


opinions had a tendency to this, it might be as well 


ſuppoſed, that the Jews who adhered to the worſhip 
of Jehovah algne, muſt have been in a way to diſ- 
credit the authority of their Revelation, and the 
divine miſſion of Moſes and the prophets : whom 
they never thought of conſidering, independently of 
the commiſſion under which they ated, otherwiſe 
than 


ted 
der 
low 


zuld 


nate 
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than as mere men. I cannot ſee, how like ſenti- 
ments of the unity of God, and of the perſon, 
te raiſed up from among the Jews, like unto Moſes,” 
ſhould undermine our faith in Chriſt, any more 
than ſuch ſentiments undermined their faith in- 
Moſes. | 

But it is ſaid, © that by giving up the inſpiration 
« of the Scriptures, and allowing them to be the 
« production of fallible men (of men who, though 
« too honeſt to impoſe upon others, were, notwith- 
« ſtanding, ſo far under the influence of inatten- 
tion, of prejudice and of miſ information, as to 
« be capable of being impoſed upon themſelves) 
« Socinians furniſh Infidels with a handle for re- 
«. jeting them. Fo give up the inſpiration of the 
« Scriptures,” it is added, „“ is to give them up as 
« the word of God, and as binding upon the con- 
« ſciences of men; to which our opponents appa- 
« rently have no objection*,” This is urged 
againſt us. But the repreſentation is not accurate 
or juſt; nor the charge appropriate ; nor the argu- 
ment concluſive. | 

The repreſentation is not accurate, or even juſt. 
It is forgotten, that though the plenary inſpiration 
of the Scriptures ſhould be given up, yet it is 
granted, it is argued by Unitarians, that the Scrip- 
tures contain principles derived from inſpiration, 


* Fuller's Appendix to the fecond Edition of The 
Calviniſtic and Socinian Syſtems compared,” p. 9. 


B 3 It 


[ 


( 10 ) 
It is admitted by them, that they exhibit the com- 
munications of God to mankind “ on heavenly 


things: accounts of the intercourſe, that the 
« divine Being hath kept up with mankind from the 


« beginning of the world to the time of our Saviour 
« and his apoſtles.” It is only ſaid, that the 
Scriptures are to be called, not the Revelation, but 
the hiſtory of the Revelation -. Unitarians admit, 
and rejoice in the perſuaſion, that on this ſtate of 
the matter, as well as on the more prevailing be- 
lief of a plenary inſpiration, the Scriptures contain 
a record, or diſcovery of the mind and will of God; 
which “ binds the conſcience, and is the rule of 
« faith and practice.“ p | 

The queſtion concerning the inſpiration of the 
Scriptures hath difficulties, which have perplexed 
many ſerious and judicious, though ſpeculative, 
men. Some have conſidered it as extending even 
to the moſt minute, hiſtorical paſſages, and to the 
words of the ſacred writer. Some have thought, 
that the hiſtory and the reaſoning of the Scriptures 
were penned only under. ſuch a ſyperintending in- 
fluence as preſerved the writer from error. While 
others apprehend, that inſpiration was confined to 
the prophecies, and to ſuch doctrines and precepts 
of Moſes and the prophets, of Chriſt and his apoſ- 
tles, as are expreſsly ſaid to come from God. On 


* A View of the Internal Evidence. of the Chriſtian 
Religion, p. 123- 


8 each 


. 

each of theſe hypotheſes, it is allowed, that there 
is a divine rule, that there have been ſupernatural . 
communications. The queſtion is only about the 
extent of inſpiration which might accompany thoſe 
who have preſerved to us theſe communications in 
their writings. The Bible is as much received, as 
containing a revelation of the mind and, will of God, 
by thoſe who embrace one, as by thoſe ſpouſe 
another of theſe opinions. I cannot but admire, 
here, the candor and liberality of a great writer 
who has fairly ſtated each of theſe opinions, but 
favoured the firſt, © Let critics and learned men of 
& all kinds,” ſays he, have full liberty to examine 
« the ſacred books, and let us be ſparing in our 
« cenſures of each other. Let us judge nothing 
« before the time, until the Lord come, and then 
« ſhall every man have praiſe of God. Sobriety 
« of mind, humility and piety, are requiſite in the 
« purſuit of knowledge of every kind, and much 
« more in that of ſacred, I have here endeavoured 
« to be impartial to each hypotheſis, and juſt to 
« hint what I apprehend each party would or 
« might ſay in defence of their own. However 
« they are all brethren, and ought not to fall out by 
«K the way *.” 

But to give up, or deny, the plenary inſpiration 
of the ſacred books, though it may meet the opi- 


* Hartley's « Obſervations on Man,“ v. 2. p. 83-4. 
ad edit, 
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nion of ſome, or even many modern Unitarians, is 
not peculiar or appropriate to them; nor hath any 
particular connection with their ſentiments, The 
learned Caſtellio, who was no Socinian, was an 
advocate for the notion of a partial inſpiration of 
the ſacred writers; in whom, he thought, we 
ought to diſtinguiſh revelation and prophecy, as 
referring to what was made known to them in an 
extraordinary manner by Almighty God; know- 
ledge, that which grew out of what they ſaw and 
heard, the hiſtories of John and Luke for in- 
tance ; and dactrine, what was gathered by learning 
and their reaſoning faculties, which is exemplif.:d 
in the diſquiſitions concerning the works of the 
law and- juſtification by faith, in the epiſtle to 
the Galatians *. - 

Biſhop Burnet, who was no Socinian, appears 
to have admitted the like diſtinction. ** When 
« divine writers,” he ſays, © argue upon any point, 
« we are always bound to believe the concluſions that 
« their reaſonings end in, as parts of divine revela- 
«- tion. But we are not bound to be able to make 
« out, or even aſſent to, all the premiſes made uſe of 
„ by them in their whole extent, unleſs. it plainly 
« appears that they affirm the premiſes as expreſsly 
« as they do all the concluſions proved by them 4.” 

I may, with propriety, add to theſe names that 


» Lindſey's** Vindiciz Prieſtleianze ; or Addreſs to the 
Students,” Part I. p. 123, &c. 


+ Bp. Burnet on the Articles, $vo, edit. p. 100. 
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of the excellent Tillotſon ; “ if any man,” he ob- 
ſerves, „upon good grounds thinks the end of 
« writing the Scriptures may be ſufficiently ſecured 
« without every word and ſyllable being dictated, 
« he hath no reaſon to conclude, that God, who is 
« not wanting in what is neceſlary, is guilty of * 
« what is ſuperfluous *.“ 

Will any be fo raſh as to ſay, that theſe eminent 
men, theſe zealous Chriſtians, furniſhed Infidels 
with a handle for rejecting the Scriptures ? If the 
charge apply to any, it muſt appear from theſe in- 
ſtances, that certainly it is not peculiar to the 
Unitarians. Speculative minds, whether Unita- 
rians or Trinitarians, whether Arminians or Cal- 
viniſts, if they purſue their reflections,” on the ſub- 
ject of inſpiration, with a freedom becoming the 
love of truth, may equally fall into the ſame ſen- 
timents on this head : they may do this, without 
undermining in their own minds, or in the minds 
of others, their reverence for the Scriptures, as 
containing a revelation of the mind and will of 


God. 


Their reverence for revelation, I will be bold to 


ſay, may diſpoſe them to adopt and defend the no- 
tion of a partial inſpiration ;: being convinced that, 
if the high notion of a plenary inſpiration, beſides 
being loaded with great difficulties, ſhould once ap- 
pear to have no foundation in thoſe holy books, 


* Sermons, Scotch edit. v. 9. p. 235. 
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they will be haſtily given up as having no credit, 
The notion of a plenary inſpiration, they know, 
hath done much evil. It inſtigated ſevere pro- 
ceedings againſt Galileo *. It gave Mahomet great 
advantage, in impoſing his religion on the world +. 
It creates many difficulties. But, yet, they will 
not impute to their chriſtian brethren, who are 
advocates for it, the Ar arg which ariſe from 
the reception of it. 

They judge, that neither the belief of it, nor 
the thing itſelf, is neceſſary to ſupport the authority 
of the Scriptures; and that it is not very difficult 
to diſtinguiſh between the parts ſtrictly inſpired, 
and the reaſonings and ſentiments of the ſacred 
writers themſelves. The principal Fats, on 
which our faith, our hope, and our ſalvation, as 
Chriſtians, depend, afe not altered or invalidated 


by their hypothefis, It doth not, therefore, directly 


tend to Deiſm. The nature of the ſubject will, 


often, diſcriminate the divine communications. As 
Thus ſaith the Lord, The doctrine is not mine, 


t but his that ſent me,” or any like phraſe, will, 
wherever they occur, ftamp the mark of inſpira- 
tion. Circumſtances will ſhew, where to draw the 
line between the revelation of God, and the ſen- 


* Manning's « Three Sermons,” preached at the 
Norfolk Aſſizes, p. 154, 159. 


+ Ibid, 
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timents and reaſoning of the preacher of it, or the 
opinion of the hiſtorian *. 
Whoever reads the hiftory of an embaſſy, will 


be at little or no loſs to diſcern between the authen- 


tic memorials the ambaſſador dehvered, and the 
reflections of the hiſtorian : nor, to be fſatished of 
the validity and import of the embaſſy, will he 
want proof that every page in the hiſtory was 
dictated by the ſame authority or wiſdom that fur- 
niſhed the ambaſſador with his powers. The ſacred 
writers are the hiſtorians of a moſt important em- 
baſſy to our ignorant and ſinful world, originating 
with the mercy of God, and communicating his 
counſels for our falvation. As we regard them in 
this light, it ought not to be ſaid, or even ſuſ- 
pected of us, that we give up the Scriptures as 
« the. word of God, binding the conſciences of 
© men.” To proceed in my argument, I obſerve, 


Secondly, That Unitarians receive with as full 
conviction as do other Chriſtians, the diſcriminat 
ing, fundamental principle of the goſpel. © Are 
« they Chriſt's, let them think with themſelves, that 
ce we alſo are Chriſt's.” If it be aſked, what is the 
diſcriminating, fundamental article of the chriſtian 
faith, that principle, the belief of which conſti- 
tutes a diſciple a chriſtian; I will refer the en- 


2 


* For many juſt and excellent obſervations on this ſub. 


_ ject, compriſed in a ſmall compaſs, fee Dr. Law's 


Theory of Religion,“ p. 258. Note // 4th edit. 
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quirer to the remarkable declaration of the evange- 
liſt John, ch. xx. 30, 31. „ Many other ſigns, 
« truly, did Jeſus in the preſence of his diſciples, 
« which are not written in this book ; but theſe 
« are written, that ye might believe, that Jeſus is 
„ the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing 
ce ye might have life through his name.” I will 
refer him to the confeſſion, which in conſequence of 


Philip's requiſition, the eunuch made: © I believe 
ec that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God:“ i. e. 


the Meffiah, or the great Prophet that was to come 


into the world. I will refer him to the deciſion of 
the apoſtle Paul, Rom. x. 9. If thou ſhalt con- 
ec feſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt 
cc believe in thine heart, that God raiſed him from 
tc the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.” I will refer him 
to the hiſtory of - Chriſt's / preaching ; let him open 
the goſpels and ſee, whether Jefus Chrift, in all 
his diſcourſes and exhortations, to induce men to 
become his diſciples, ever required any thing more 
of them, than to believe that he was the Chriſt, 
the Meffiah? I refer him to the preaching of the 
apoſtles ; let him read carefully the Acts, and ſee, 
whether the principle, to the acknowledgment of 
which they endeavoured to bring men, was not 
this; that God had made Jeſus Lord and Chriſt,” 
Ch. 11. 36. reaſoning out of the Scriptures, © that 
« Jeſus, whom they preached, was the Chriſt,” ch. 
xvii. 3. On theſe grounds may the aſſertion be 
reſted, that whoever believes. Jeſus to be the 

Chriſt ; 


. 


Chriſt; i. e. to have had a commiſſion from God 


to be Lord and Saviour, is a Chriſtian. This faith 
entitleth him to be received and owned as Chriſt's. 
On theſe grounds we claim to be regarded, as 
CHRISTIANS. 

We urge this demand, as what it is the more 
reaſonable that others ſhould admit, as what may be 
more confidently advanced by ourſelves, becauſe 
we can expreſs our ſentiments as Unitarian Chriſ- 


tians, in the very words of Scripture ; to wit, That 


« there is one Gop, and one Mediator between 
« God and man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Tim. 
ii. 5. It is this principle, in which we decidedly 
agree with them, that giveth weight and authority 
to the precepts of the goſpel ; that giveth certainty 


and firmneſs to our beſt hopes. This faith, neceſ- 


farily, connecteth with it the pureſt and nobleſt 
principles of conduct. The fear and love of God, 


repentance from dead works, a ſincere regard to 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the firm expectation of a 
righteous and ſolemn judgement, and the aſſured 
hope of ETERNAL LIFE, are principles built on 
this foundation; and which we maintain, in com- 


mon, with all Chriſtians. Shall we, then, be 
claſſed with Deiſts and Infidels ? Shall we be repre- 


ſented ' as © diſaffected to the true character and 
« government of God ?” Shall we be ſtigmatized as 
t“ profane and ſcornful unbehevers.” Forbid it 
candor ! Forbid it truth 

The appeal, from this unfair treatment, ſhall be 
made 
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made to a man, juſtly held in high reſpect by thoſe 
of our brethren, who caſt out our name as evil. 
To the more equitable deciſion of the excellent 
Dr. Doddridge ſhall the appeal be made. To 
& reverence, with filial duty and love, the God of 
. «heaven, and to adore him with integrity of 
<« heart; to honour Jeſus his Son, as his brighteſt 
« image, ſubſcribing to the truth of all he is known 
©& to have revealed, and the authority of all he is 
« apprehended to command; conſcientiouſly to ab- 
<« ſtain from every known evil, and to practiſe, fo 
« far as human infirmity will permit, the compre- 
© henfive precepts of living ſoberly, righteoufly, and 
« godly, fill looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chrift unto eternal life, aſſuredly expecting a future 
«judgement and an eternal world, carefully en- 
« deavouring to prepare for both, by ſetting the 
« affections on thoſe great objects which the goſpel 
t opens to our view; and finally being habitually 
« ready to ſacrifice life and all its enjoyments, to that 
4 blefled hope this, this, my brethren, is the eſſen- 
« tial character of every Chriſtian, and where we ſee 
“this, ſhould we eſteem it a difficult thing to live 
<« peaceably with him in whom we diſcern it? Should 
« we arrogate it to ourſelvesas any high praiſe, that 
« we do not cenſure, that we do not grieve, that we 
cc do not injure him, becauſe he follows not us? Is 
ce this the man to be ſuſpected or hated ? I will add, 
&« can we refuſe to eſteem and embrace him *?” 

» Chriſtian Candour and Unanimity ſtated, in a Ser- 


mon, preached at Crediton, Jan. 12, 1749-50. p. 12, 13. 
2 We 
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We appeal, alſo, to the authority and practice 
of the Church of England, in one of its moſt folemn 
ſervices ; that of viſiting the ſick, with reference to 
the ſentence of Abſolution, and in the view of 
death. The minifter is directed to call on the 
ſick perſon to tehearſe the articles of his faith, that 


te it may be known whether he believe, as a chriſ- 


« tian man ſhould, or not.” The articles he is 
called on to rehearſe are thoſe expreſſed in what is 
called“ The Apoſtle's Creed ;** which, as far as 
concerns the Unity of God, and the character of 
Jeſus Chriſt, are merely the ſame principles on 
which we claim to be received and reſpected as 
Chriſtians : on the profeſſion of which only, were we 
on our dying bed, and to require his viſit and of- 
fices, the Miniſter of the eſtabliſhed church, though 
he had a little before, or on the ſame day, re- 
proached us in the pulpit as “ profane unbelievers,” 
muſt, in the ſick and dying chamber, pray for us 
that we may be © preſerved and continued in the 
« unity of the church,” and abſolve us from our ſins. 

So truly is the acknowledgment of the divine 
miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt the fundamental, diſcrimi- 
nating principle, which conſtitutes a man a diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt ; it is from this principle that they, 
who claſs us among unbelievers, muſt and do derive 
even their own title to the Chriſtian name. Tarts 
lieth at the foundation of all their other principles. 
THis is the firſt and chief article of their Creed; 
out of which all the reſt ariſe, from which they 
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draw all their authority. Believing, alſo, as they 
do, that there are three perſons in the godhead; 
believing, as they do, that Jeſus Chriſt “ js the 
« eternal Son of God, of one ſubſtance and equal 
ce with the Father :” Why do they admit theſe prin- 
ciples? They will reply, becauſe they. conceive, 
that Jeſus Chriſt taught them, Why do they re- 
ceive his teachings as the rule and ſtandard of their 
faith? They will anſwer, becauſe He was the pro- 
phet, whom God raiſed up, and whom we ſhould 
« hear in all things.” This is the point at which th-y 
and toe ſet out in our chriſtian profeſſion. This is the 
point, to which, if we be examined concerning the 
grounds, on which we hold our reſpective ſentiments 
about the nature and character of Chriſt, we are both 
brought back. They and we, Meat *%e begin with 
the ſame principle. We are brethren, when we 
rommence the career of the Chriſtian profeſſion. 
We, afterwards, | diſagree on other points. But, 
ſtill holding the head, till looking to Jeſus, as our 
Maſter, though one party of us muſt have greatly 
miſtaken his meaning, we ought to look upon 
one another, ill, as brethren. . 
- I will only add, the acknowledgment of the 
divine miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt is ſo eſſentially and 
peculiarly the foundation of all practical regards to 
him, that without this a belief of the moſt exalted, 
ori ginal dignity, which the utmoſt ſtretch of ima- 
giriation can aſcribe to him, would not bind the 
coniſcience, any more than doth the glory and rank 


we may conceive belonging to Gabriel or Michael, 
or 


621) 


or the nobleſt archangels that ſurround the throne 
of God. Dignity raiſes admiration. But it is the 
relation which any ſuperior Being bears to us, that 
createth duty; that giveth «s an intereſt in that 
dignity, and him an influence over us. If the cha- 
racer of © the eternal Son of God” command truſt 
and reverence ; yet it is with our belief in him, 
as the Saviour and Lord, as the Chriſt, in the fit 


place, that the minds of any riſe up to the con- 


templation of him under the former character. The 
regards paid to the, eternal Son of God originate 
with thoſe paid to Jeſus, the Chriſt. © If any 
« man,” then, © truſteth; to himfelf that he is 
« Chriſt's, let him think this alſo with kimſelf, 
that as he is Chriſt's, ſo we alſo are Chriſt's,” 


It may be urged, 


Thirdly, That we hold the peculiar, fundamen- 
tal principle of Chriſtianity with greater advantage, 
as we conceive, to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, than 
do our brethren, from whom we differ, We not 
only embrace Chriſtianity, but we profels it in 
greater ſimplicity. Our articles of faith are few 
and plain; namely, that there is vne God, the 
Father; that the man Chriſt Jeſus is “ the ſent of 
“God, exalted to be a prince and a ſaviour, and or- 
« dained to be the judge of the world.” | 

The pure religion of Chriſt is, almoſt, every 
where overwhelmed by human formularies and 
ſyſtems. But “ Chriſtianity. can never have its 
free courſe among men of, improved underſtand- 
c“ ings, 


ay 
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« ings, and even among rational ereatures, in 
« general, while groſs miſrepreſentations of it are 
« ſubſtituted in the place of the fimple and perfect 
« original.” This is the remark of an excellent 
Prelate*, Another eminent writer, with great 
propriety, obſerves, © that whatever renders reli- 
« gion more rational, renders it more credible ; 
te that he, who, by a diligent and faithful exami- 
« nation of the original records, diſmiſſes from the 
« ſyſtem one article, which contradicts the appre- 
« henſion, the experience, or the reaſoning of 
« 'mankind, does more towards recommending the 
« belief, and, with the belief, the influence of 
„ Chriſtianity, to. the underſtandings and conſci- 
«ence of ſerious enquirers, and, through them to 
«univerſal reception and authority, than can be 
« effected by a thouſand: contenders for creeds and 
« ordinances of human appointment f.“ 

May it not be forgiven us; rather, may we not 
expect an approbation of our conduct, if, acting on 
this principle, it be our aim to preſerve the great 
doctrine of the divine Unity in that plainneſs and 
ſimplicity of language, with which it is, through- 
out the Scriptures, both of the Old and New Tef- 
tament, expreſſed; and if we reduce the terms of 


* Abp. Newcome's Obſervations on our Lord's 
Conduct.” Pref. p. 11. 8vo. edit. 


+ Archdeacon Paley's (% Moral and Political Philoſo- 
phy,” Pref. p. 3. 4. 4to. edit. ; 
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Chriſtian communication to the acknowledgement 


of that article, which was, in this view, folely 
inſiſted upon at the firſt promulgation of the goſ- 
pel, namely, that Jeſus is the Chriſt ? 


The propoſitions, that © there are three Perſons 


« in the Godhead, equal in ſubſtance, power, and 
« glory; and that “ Jeſus Chriſt, the only begotten 
e of the Father, is God of God, light of light, very 
“God of very God, begotten not made, of one ſub- 
« {tance with the Father,” certainly do not recom- 
mend themſelves, to the underſtanding, by their 


' plainneſs and ſimplicity, Obſcurity and darkneſs 
hang over this language; and it is well known, to 
what intricate queſtions, to what ſubtle diſtincs 0 
tions, to what perplexities of controverſy, it hatil 


given riſe, The language of the Scriptures is very 


plain and decided. It is this; The Lord Tay n 


15 ONE LoRD: To us there is ons Gon, #h 
FATHER, of whom are all things and we in bum 


and ONE Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things .- 


and we by him: TFeſus of Nazareth, a MAN ap- 
proved of GoD, among you by miracles and wonder: 
and figns which God did by him in the midſt of you : 
Gop hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have 
crucified, * both Lord and Chrift,” We can un- 
derſtand theſe declarations, 

To theſe declarations of Scripture we adhere: in 
theſe we reſt ſatisfied. Our fellow-chriſtians may 
derive a ſanction from national creeds, the Cate- 
chiſms and Articles of Aſſemblies of Divines, and 

the 


l 
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the forms of national worſhip. Ws make our ap- 
peal, let it be repeated, to the Scriptures ; where 
the Unity of God is fo clearly repreſented, that, 
though the word Gop occurs twelve hundred and 
eighty times in the New Teſtament only, there is 
not one text, wherein it neceſſarily ſignifies more 
perſons | than one; there is not one, where 
we are obliged to underſtand it of three perſons : 
Nay, in ſeveral hundreds it is expreſsly limited 
to the FATHER .only*. There are but fix 
1 places t where by any conſtruction it can be ap- 
| | plied 


1 f „ Hopkins's “ Trinitarian Controverſy Reviewed,“ 
p. 409 
The point at iſſue between Unitarians and their Tri- 
* nitarian brethren is, whether the Ons God ſignifies one 
ſupreme intelligent Agent or Perſon, or whether it be 
applicable to TREE, each of which-hath perſonal, dil- 
tinctive characters? Or, in plainer terms, whether. the 
ONE God ſignifies the Father alone; or whether the one 
1 God ſigniſies Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ?- In the opi- 
| * nion of Unitarians, the language of the Scriptures is moſt 
explicitly and decidedly in favour of their opinion, that 
the one God is one perſon, and he the Father alone. 
They are conftantly producing various clear paſſages of 
Scripture in proof of this, and yet Dr. Fuller calls on 
Mr. Lindſey and myſelf to point out one Angle inſtance in 
which the Unity of God is literally declared to be PER- 
SONAL, * Socinianiſm Indefenſible,” p. 25. 


t Theſe texts are John i. 1, 14. XX. 28. Rom! ix. 5. 
Heb. i. 8. Acts xx. 28. 1 John iii. 16. Dr. Fuller has 


collected together theſe paſſages, and urged them as the 
a places 
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plied to Jeſus Chriſt; and it has been | repeatedly 
ſhown, by the rules of juſt interpretation, that even 


places in which Chriſt is ſpoken of as God, as if they 
were incontrovertible proofs of this point, without at- 
tempting to- aſcertain the juſtneſs of this application of 
them. He conceives, however, that the force of them 
cannot be evaded but by conſidering them as either 
« interpolations or miſtranſlations, or ſomething that 
« ſhall anſwer the ſame end: and inſinuates, that Uni- 
« tarians, who thus lay a kind of arreſt on theſe paſ. 
« ſages, or, in general, alter the text by criticiſm, have 
te an end to anſwer, and ought always to be ſuſpected, 
« and will be ſo by thinking and impartial people, as a 
« ſet of controvertiſts who correct, amend, and curtail, 
« the New Teſtament, with a view to make it accord 
« with a favourite ſyſtem *.”* But will Dr. Fuller aſſert, 
that the tranſlation is never faulty? Will he aſſert, that 
tranſcribers have never miſtaken? He will not advance 
theſe aſſertions; for he. admits at “ every tranſla. 
« tion muſt needs have 3 and that thoſe 
« imperfections ought to be corrected by fair and im- 
« partial criticiſm *.” Why, then, muſt the charge 
and ſuſpicion of being governed in ſuch corrections, by 
intereſt and partiality, lie only, or principally, againſt 
Unitarians ? Are Trinitarians and Calviniſts always per- 
ſons of ſuch pure minds, that in adhering to the preſent 
verſion and common reading, they have no end to anſwer; 
no bias to a ſyſtem can warp them; no prejudice caſt a 
veil before their eyes; no improper influence miſlead 
them ? Let not, then, ſuſpicions and imputations of de- 
ſign be caſt on one, party more than on another, Let it 
be recommended to the ſincere enquirer after truth to judge 
for himſelf, impartially between both. 


P. 255, 257-8. 
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in thoſe places it cannot be underſtood of him. The | 


uniform manner in which he is ſpoken of, by Jews, 
and by his diſciples, in the Goſpels, in the Acts, 
and in the Epiſtles, is that of being a Prophet, a 

Man approvedof Gop, a Man ordained to be the Fudge 
of quick and dead. This is the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel for which we contend. 

By this conduct we remove a great ſtumbling. 
block in the way of the reception of Chriſtianity. 

Even Heathens * have derided the Chriſtians doc- 


trine of a mortal God; and upon that account have 


looked upon Chriſtianity as fabulous. Dr. Caſau- 
bon, a learned divine of Geneva, almoſt two cen- 
turies ſince, ſaid, that he could prove, by many 
inſtances out of hiſtory, that the doctrine of the 


Trinity had kept more people from the Chriſtian 


faith, than any other thing he knew of. It will be 
readily granted, that we are not to diſcard the 
truths of God, becauſe they may be offenſive to 
weak and prejudiced ' minds. But, ſurely, we 
ſhould be cautious how we admit and defend, as 
ſuch, any principles that may diſguſt others with- 
out full evidence for them; leſt we bring on our- 
ſelves the woe denounced againſt thoſe by whom 
offences, or occaſions of rejecting the goſpel, do 
come. We conceive, that we are ſafe only when 


The Chineſe, + Emlyn's Tracts, v. 1. p. 130. 
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we keep cloſe to the explicit declarations of Scrip- 
ture, and preſerve its ſimplicity. 

On this principle our religious worſhip is form- 
ed. We aſk temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings of the 
FATHER only. Our prayers and our doxologies 
are addreſſed ſolely to the Gop and FaTHER, in 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt. In this reſpect, it has 
been juſtly, obſerved, © we have a particular claim 
« to the candor of our fellow Chriſtians, as our de- 
te yotional ſervices are ſuch as any other Chriſtians 
« may join in *. Our adherence to the ſcriptural 
ſimplicity, in this inſtance, conduces not only to 
purity but to union. Were liturgies and public 
« forms of ſervice ſo framed,” ſays the ever memor- 
able John Hales, © as that they admitted not of 
« particular and private fancies, but contained only 
« ſuch things, in which all Chriſtians do agree, 
« ſchiſms on opinion were utterly vaniſhed. For 
« conſider of all the liturgies that are, or ever 
te have been, and remove from them whatſoever is 
« {candalous to any party, and leave nothing but 
« what all agree on, and the event ſhall be, that 
« the public ſervice and honour of God ſhall no 
« ways ſuffer : whereas, to load our public forms, 
with private fancies upon which we differ, is 


Dr. Prieſtley's Sermon, on Unitarianiſm, at Philadel- 
Phia, 1796. Pref. p. 8. 
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cc the moſt ſovereign way to perpetuate ſchiſm 
cc unto the world's end *. 

The ſimplicity of our Creed, as well as chat of 
our worſhip, tends not only to promote union, but, 
in another reſpect, to facilitate the reception and 
. profeſſion of Chriſtianity, We have a common 

principle, on which, amidſt all the differences of 
ſpeculation, Chriſtians do agree. A perſon diſ- 
poſed to embrace the goſpel, whether Deiſt, Jew 
or Heathen, appriſed of the different ſects and par- 
ties into which profeſſing Chriſtians are ſplit, may 
properly feel much perplexed with their diviſions, 
and be at a loſs to whom to join himſelf, Our 
principles relieve his embarraſſment. Our Creed 
embraces all the diſcordant parties. Here. they 
muſt all, in the iſſue, unite. We ſay to him, 
« Search the Scriptures ;” examine the evidences 
of the divine miſſion of Jeſus of Nazareth; © if 
« they convince you, receive the goſpel, and be- 
&« lieve in Chriſt. You are then his ſubject and 
« his ſervant; for it is not your belonging to this 
&& or that church, that makes you a Chriſtian, but 
« your belief that Jeſus is the Son of God, and the 
« Meſſias 4.” 


* Tract on Schiſm, in his works, vol. 1. p. 126. Glaſ- 
gow edit. 

+ Jortin's © Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory,” v. 3. 
p- 436. 


But, 


2 V. 3. 


But, 
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But, I add, ſimple as may be the view, which 
we entertain of the Chriſtian creed and worſhip, it 
hath a ſublimity and energy, which muſt deeply 
impreſs every ſerious, reflecting mind. What can 
be a ſublimer idea, than that of all excellence, 
perfection, and glory, reſiding in ONE INFINITE 
mind, which hath no ſuperior, no equal? No- 
effort of conception can comprehend this idea. It 
commands our higheſt, our moſt profound venera- 
tion. In the Jan Chriſt Jefus we, alſo, con- 
template our compaſſionate High Prieſt, the reſur- 
rection and the life; a character, which more than 
any other intere/ts us, as ſinful and dying crea- 
tures; addrefling us with the richeſt conſolations 

and the nobleſt hopes; while we regard it as “ a 
„faithful ſaying and worthy of all acceptance, 
« that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave 
« finners.” 

Do others, wn in themſelves that they 
are Chriſt's, let them weigh the force of this plea, 
and candidly own, that we alſo are Chriff's, We 
receive him as our Mafter and Saviour. It is our 
conſcientious aim to conform to his - inſtructions. 
It is our ſcrupulous deſire to return to the ſimpli- 
city of his goſpel ; and thereby we hope, that, 
whereas they are ready to condemn us as degrading 
Chriſtianity, we ſhall exalt it in the opinion of 
mankind,” and promote its influence in the world. 
It was a faying of General Wurtz, reported by St. 
Evremond, „when men have once taken out of 
* 2 what they have foiſted into it, there 

C « will 


_ 


mS— > 
— ” * :g 
3 q _— OY —— _— 
\ EI —_— bo [ 
1 l 


of LY LA oY 2 1 l \ + = 
HT ] 2 8 5 , - wy g 1 
22 — — r 1 —— & TERS = _— * 
TT om. * 2 
4 3 1 a. 4 ha. = 1 = a of \ _ "'F > 
_— 9 = a 


1 & =» i 


- . = — ——— 
= , _ - - F l : \ 
by 


. | 

4 will be but one religion, as plain in its doctrines, 
c a ure in its morals.” On this, and on other 
2 e eee eee eee 
to ſay, 


Laſtly, Are they Chriſt's, we are even more ſo. 
c Not he that commendeth himſelf,” I am ſenſible, 
<< ig approved: but he whom the Lord com- 
% mendeth. To praiſe one's ſelf favours much 
of vanity. - But there are ſeaſons, however, when 
it is juſtifiable to ſpeak in our own commenda- 
tion. It is juſtifiable to repel. charges founded in 
ignoranceor prejudice, and to obviate repreſentations 
which do not give a fair view of our character and 
conduct. The apoſtle Paul is, here, as in many other 
reſpects, our exemplar. To ſupport his- character 
againſt the inſinuations of the falſe! teacher, he 
ventures on a ſtrain of boaſting, 2 Cor. xi. 23 
4 Are they miniſters of Chriſt, I am more; in 


e Jabours more abundant, in ſtripes above meaſure, 


46 in priſons often, in deaths frequent.” 

We are not fo vain as to compare ourſelves with 
this great preacher of the goſpel, this noble la- 
bourer in the Chriſtian cauſe. But, though fol- 


Jowing him at a diſtance, we will be bold to vin- 


dicate ourſelves on principles, in ſome degree 
ſimilar to thoſe on which he reſted his ſel defence; 
and to contraſt this mode of defence with the re- 
flections caſt upon us. 

We are charged with © indifference to divine 
« truth ;'' with “ diſcovering, in general, no man- 
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c ner of concern, for either heathens abroad or pro- 
* fligates at home; and, under the ſpecious ap- 


« pearances of liberality, with diſpenſing with 


«- that part of the will. of God, which requires 
« eyery thought to be in ſubjection to the obedi- 
« ence of Chriſt *. If ſuch be our diſregard 
of the authority of Chriſt, if ſuch be our indiffer- 
ence to truth, and to the propagation of the true 
knowledge of God, and of his Son Jeſus, how is 
it, that ſo many Unitarians have, in former: times, 
fignalized themſelves by their writings in the cauſe 
of religion; by able defences, and by learned ex- 
poſitions? We would not detract from the praiſes 
dur to our OwENns,. our BAxrAs, and our 
Howes... A Burt and a WAT LAN ſfhatf' 
have theit praiſe. But, certainly, we may allege 
the Poliſh Brethren ; we may namea BTR, an 


ExLYN, 4 PzIiRCE, an HALLzT, a Bxngson, 


a LowuAx, a TuxNER T, and a Lakpurs, as 
dedicating. 


Fuller. p. 69. 
+ The Rev. WII Lau Tun, mort than thirty 
years - Paſtor of the congregation of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters in Weſt-Gate, Wakefield; who died 28th Auguft, 
1994, ia the eightieth year of his age. He contributed 
many curious and valuable articles to the- firſt three vo- 
lumes of the © Theological Repoſitory ;'* and pub. 
liſhed, beſides ſeveral ſingle Diſcourſes, .a few years be- 
fore his death, at the requeſt of his congregation, a vo- 
lame, as the Britiſh Critic deſcribes them, of very 
judicious, animated, practical“ ſermons. They may, it 
has been juſtly obſerved, .be conſidered as a practical 
C 2 « Anſwer 
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dedicating their time, their abilities, their ſtudies 
to the common cauſe of Chriſtianity, We could, 
alſo, ſurniſh a long roll of reſpectable names from 
living characters. Be it recollected, without de- 
tracting from true merit, that the former were ani- 
mated to ſtudy, labour, and write, by having the 
popular opinion and the popular favour on their fide. 
Some of them eſpouſed and ſupported a doctrine in- 
timately connected with the honours and emolu- 
ments of a ſplendid eſtabliſument. But Unitarians 
write and labour and preach, with the prejudices 
and opinions of the bulk of the Chriſtian world 
againſt them ; and under laws threatening ſevere 
penalties. Some of them, in theſe times of in- 
difference to principle, have made a noble ſacrifice of 
church preſerments and of the proſpects their 
ſituations opened before them, that they might pre- 
ſerve the integrity of theix minds, and worſhip the 
Father in ſpirit and truth. | 

All, who avowedly embrace Unitarian ſenti- 
ments, are more or leſs expoſed to ſome trials : from 
which the profeſſion of the common faith, or even 
filence about their own view of matters, would 
preſerve them, Obloquy * reſts on their religious 
| creed, 


1 Anſwer to Mr. Fuller's 44 Calviniſtical and Socinian 
Syſtems, compared.” Memoirs of Mr. Turner, affixed 
to Mr. Wood's Funeral/Sermon on his death, 


* Many of thoſe who are now called Unitarians, 
1 were once Calviniſts. When they were, what was their 


% character? They were generous, pious, charitable, be. 
« nevolent 


_— 


( 33 ) | 
creed. Their places of worſhip are zvoided; or en- 


_ tered with trembling. I ſpeak on fact and experience. 


For miſrepreſentations are given of their deſigns ; 
and their opinions are not reſolved into involuntary 
error, but imputed to the worſt principles. Of late 
years they have been ſeareely allowed the merit 
of good citizens. Political guilt, as well as reli- 
gious hereſy, hath been charged upon them. The 
perſons of ſome have ſuffered inſult and outrage. 
Their very names are odious. Theſe circumſtances 
are not pleaſing. They are really trying to the 
temper and to fortitude of mind. 

No doubt can be made, that they have an un- 


favourable influence on the minds of ſome, who in- 


wardly approve their ſentiments and think with 
them; an influence, which deters ſuch from openly 
„ nevolent, zealous, worthy men. Upon farther ſtudy, 


© conſtantly praying for light and knowledge, ſtill conti- 
© nuing ſerious and exemplary, they ſaw reaſon to change 


„their ſentiments; and then obſerve the enormous me- 


« tamorphoſis. Their generoſity becomes prodigality ; 
their piety, flaviſh ſuperſtition; their charity ſprings 
from pride; their zeal eyidences their hatred of Chriſt ; 


<« their benevolence is ſpite in diſguiſe; and in one word, 


they are the children of the Devil, and the enemies of 
all real righteouſneſs. How diſcerning muſt our judges 
„ be! Bleffed God, thou ſeeſt not as man feeth, To thee 
they commit their cauſe, and it ſhall be re-heard at 
„the laſt deciſive day. Sir Harry Trelawney's Sermon 
at Taunton, May 26, 1779. p. 14. 
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joining them: which diſpoſes ſuch timid Chriſtians 


even to cenſure their exertions, leſt, by ſeeming to 


countenance them, they ſhould draw on themſelves 
the ill opinion of their neighbours, and come in for 
a ſhare of the odium which, they perceive, reſts 
upon more open Unitarians. Such meetings as 
thoſe, for which we are this day convened, have 
been held under ſome apprehenſions of provoking 
open violence; and ſo unpropitious have been the 
times to us, that we feel ourſelves particularly 
affected with a ſenſe of the liberality, which, in 
the preſent or former inſtances, hath afforded us a 
place wherein to aſſemble, 

I ſuffering reproach for conſcience, and in the 
cauſe of Chriſt, be any mark of belonging to Chriſt, 
we will aſſert, that are others Chriſt's, we are, on 
this ground, more eſpecially ſo! Under the cir- 
cumſtances now ſtated, there is a call for meekneſs, 
with its gentle forbearing ſpirit ; there is a call for 


zeal, with its ſincerity and vigour, to ſhow them- 


ſelves, I have appealed to eminent characters; 
and eminent characters have, under theſe circum- 
ſtances, difplayed to advantage the power and 
energy of principle and zeal, in this particular reli- 
gious profeſſion, as well as in our common pro- 
feſſion as Chriſtians. I appeal to the virtues, which 
the general ſtate of this party calls into exerciſe, 
But I ſhould reſtrain. myſelf. Facts are not per- 
mitted to ſpeak in our favour. It is intimated, 
that from policy we aſſume the mild appearances 


01 
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( 35 ) 
of a candor not exiſting in the heart B. While we. 
are condemned as indifferent to- divine truth, and 
for. not going into exertions, for. which we have 
not, perhaps, any opportunity, zeal and devotion 
are not admitted to ſpeak for us. Our zeal, it is in- 
ſinuated, may ariſe from the conſonance of our 
ſyſtem to the biaſs (the corrupt biaſs is meant) of 
our hearts; and our devotion may be thought con- 
ſiſtent enough with the worſt principles. “ Saul,” 
we are told, «© while an enemy to Chriſt, was as 
« ſincere, as zealous and as devout in his way, as any 
« of thoſe perſons whoſe ſincerity,” zeal and devo- 
tion are frequently held up by their admirers in 
e favour of their cauſe +.” When this catr be 
ſaid, it is in vain that truth argues, or that charity 
pleads. Such a ſentence of condemnation pre- 
cludes and filences every plea, After ſuch a decla- 
ration againſt any ſet of Chriſtians, nothing re- 
mains for them, but to adopt the language of the 
Apoſtle: „It is a very ſmall thing, that we ſhould 
«he judged of you, or of man's judgment. He 
“that judgeth us is the Lord.” 1 Cor. i. 3, 4. 


But for their own ſake, we would earneſtly wiſh 


our fellow Chriſtians to review their opinion of us. 
To be deſirous of their candid and good opinion 


* « The warm advocates for new opinions, and 
de their zeal will always be in proportion to the no- 
« velty of thoſe opinions, affect great candor.” Gentle. 
man's Mag, for Feb. 1797, p. 142. | 


+ Mr, Fuller, p. 10, 
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isy at leaſt, a" mark of reſpect, and doing them 


* 
bonour. It is putting a value on their judgment, cu 
which, if it were favourable to us, might be ſer. us 
viceable as well as pleaſng. But for their own 4 
ſake, I repeat it, do v, wiſh to be thought well G 
of by them. This would bring their minds into a 2 
happy ſtate, into a calm and unprejudiced frame; as 

by which they would be able to judge more fairly wn 
of our arguments, and of the ground of their own wy. 
principles: by which it would come to paſs, that oth 
if our arguments be ſolid, their errors would be tha 

mil 


rectified ; or if fallacious, they would be more 
firmly eſtabliſhed in the truth. For their own 
ſakes we wiſh- it, that they may diſplay in their 
temper the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt, that 


ſpirit of love, which is the excellence and glory and 
of the Chriſtian character. The pleaſure, the ho- cane 
nour, the reward of it will be their own. We min 
can not but conceive, that excelling in ſuch a tem- E 
per will be a better preparation to meet our Lord de 1 
at his coming, than to have been found calum- na 
niating, cenſuring and un- chriſtianiſing their fel- impe 
low ſervants. A confidence poſſeſſeth us, that preſe 
meekneſs and love ate moſt congenial to the ſpirit | ſtrox 
of thoſe regions of everlaſting truth, love and ang 
peace, where, however "we may be divided into inſin 
ſeparate communities on earth, we humbly aſpire fectie 
to meet and join them according to the mercy of effect 
God, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. _ 

If our wiſhes and our perſuaſions ſhould fail of * 40 
their deſired effect on our fellow Chriſtians, let us, FF 


my 
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my friends, carefully and diligently attend to the 
cultivation of our own Chriftian character. Let 
us love them as the diſciples and ſervants of 


« Chriſtz-who, through a miſtaken zeal, may be 


ready to caſt out our name as evil, and to warn 
others againſt us as dangerous perſons. This,“ 


as Dr. Doddridge obſerves, © is none of the leaſt 


« triumphs of charity, nor any deſpicable evidence 
« of an advanee in religion *. Let us, however 


others may forget it, always bear it on our minds, 


that we are all brethren, children of the ſame fa- 
mily, heirs of the fame inheritance; having one 
Maſter and Saviour, one rule of faith, one hope of 
our calling. Let us exemplify the meekneſs, 
which we would have exerciſed towards ourſelves 
and diſplay in our own, temper and conduct that 
candor, the violation of which ſenſibly * our 
minds, and injures our character. 

But not in candor and liberality of ſpirit only 
be it our ambition to excel and ſurpaſs others, but 
in all righteouſneſs of life, A popular work hath 
impeached our whole character, and aimed to res 


preſent our religious principles, as naturally and 


ſtrongly tending to enervate our piety- and relax 


our morals. How groundleſs ſoever may be the 


inſinuat ion, this attack upon the purity and per- 
fection of our Chriſtian practice ſhould have the 
effect upon us, of leading us into a ſerious exami- 
nation of our ways +, It ſhould call forth a noble 


* « Riſe and progreſs of Religion.“ Chap. 16. $- $+ 
+ Fas eſt doceri ab hoſte. 
I eſolu- 
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reſolution to wipe away the reproack, and to /ive 
dewn the charge. Moral Chriſtian excellence 


« fo. corrupted by theſe unwarrantable cenſures, it 
« will aſcend to its own region, the prefence of 
«God, in eternal, complete glory s.“ „Though fot 


& there be too much enthuſiaſm in the world, let dif 
« us remember, there is ſuch a- thing as true reli- ſoc 
gion, and true religion is nat a cold, formal, all 
« lifeleſs/ ſervice; It is the rational ſervice of a dhe 
te heart ſenſible of the divine: excellencies, and ed, 
«warmed: withithe divine love. Rational religion WI i! 
* wants to be more known and introduced into con 
« the world. Be it our higheſt happineſs to dif- con 
play ite lovelineſd to mankind. Let our warm born 
nnd hearty attachments to religion evidence itſeli mit. 
in our zealous recommendation of it f. 48 
This is the view of that religious affociation, BW © i 
to the ſupport. of- which we are now aſſembled. e. 
Phe light, under which. this aſſociation has been h 
viewed, is one, among many inſtances which the By we 2 
experience. of life affords of the peryerſeneſs of mode 
mankind. If we keep our ſentiments in our, own Judge 
breaſts, we are: accuſe of timidity and indifference, error 
If we avow them if we unite: our efforts to pro- of Ch 
mote the knowledge and reception of them, though diſtri 
only by a candid addreſs to the underſtandings of BN they 
Sir Harry Trelawney's Sermon N. May 26, * R 


1779. p. 5. 
+ Id. p. 16. 


men, 


69 
men, we are cenſured for raſhneſs, and conſidered 
as drawing an rucloſure around ourſel ves. Under 
this alternative, what is to be done, but to follow 
our on ſanſe of duty? | 

We will be frank and apen, without being cen- 
ſorious or dogmatical. Though we aſſemble from 
different parts of the country, and out of different 
ſocieties, ſor, devotion and for the buſineſs of our 
aſſociation, we da not withdraw ourſelves from 
the congregations to which we originally belong- 
ed, nor form new and excluſive ſocieties for wor- 
ſhip ; except, where the devotional ſervices being . 
conducted on Trinitatian principles we can not . 
conſcientioufly join in them. But the worſhip, 
formed on a ſtrict adherence to our principles, ad- 
mits to it the communion of the T rinitarian, «be. 
« cauſe the Being to whom we addreſs ourſelves 
a < in prayer he allows to be God, and that we aſ- 
embled. oeribe to him no more than he believes to be 
-» been his due.“ The aſſociation, to preſerve which 
we are now met together, is a modeſt and pious 
mode of ſtanding forth as witneſſes for what we 
judge, though it ſhould be in the ignorance and 
error of our judgment, the pure, unadulterated goſpel 
of Chriſt. The practical operation of our union is the 
diſtribution of books, which at the ſame time, that 
they may explain and defend our views of the 
Chriſtian doctrine, are chiefly of a practical na- 
ture, and are calculated to promote devotion. of 

heart 
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heart and righteouſneſs of life “. Neither is this 
a Synod of mere Divines. It aroſe from the 
motion of a reſpectable Lay Gentleman, and two 


thirds of its members are not of the clerical order. 


Such is the countenance, ſuch is the patronage, 
which this inſtitution particularly ſolicits. 

It is to be earneſtly wiſhed, that a ſpirit of de- 
votion, a ſpirit of zeal for divine truth, an ardour 
of mind in the cauſe of practical religion may be 
awakened in Lay breaſts, and diffuſe itſelf through 
the circles, with which they are connected. The 
work of miniſters will, by theſe means, be greatly 
facilitated, and their labours become more ſucceſs- 
ful. This inſtitution, we hope in Gop, will pro- 
mote the ſpread, and invigorate the force of ſuch a 
ſpirit. Then we ſhall be able to appeal, in a ſtil! 


Among other books diſtributed by the Society are 
Sermons by Dr. Price and Dr. Prieſtley :--. Advice from 
Farmer Trueman to his daughter Mary :---A Repreſenta- 
tion of the Nature of true Religion, by a Lady: — Toul- 
- min's Life of Biddle :--.-H. Toulmin's Life of Mr. John 
Mort. Mr. Seddon's Sermons on the perſon of Chriſt, 
on the Holy Spirit, and on Self-deception:— Practical 
Inſtructions for Youth :-- Hartley on the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion: The Sermons preached before the 
Society :---Clark on the Queſtion, 4 Why am I a Chril- 
tian?“ and a Collection of Prayers for the uſe of Fa- 
milies, $vo. pages 307. 

N. B. An annual Subſcription of Half-a-Guinea, and 
the payment of Half-a-Guinea at admiſſion, conſtitute a 
Member. A perſon ſubſcribing Five Guineas at one 
time becomes a Member of this Society for Life. 
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ſtronger and bolder note, to our fellow Chriſtians, 
« Are they Chriſt's, toe alſo are Chriſt's.” 


To purſue the great objects of our aſſociation 


ten thouſand motives animate us. The importance 


of divine truth calls upon us to promote its recep- 


tion, The Gop of Tor addreſſes us by the 


miniſtry of his prophets, by the labours and death 


of JesUs CHRIS , the true and faithful witneſs, 
to be “ workers together with him.“ The love 
of mankind conſtrains us, to ſerve their beſt, their 
eternal intereſt, by leading them to the altar of 


the one, true Gop, to the temple of truth and 


righteouſneſs. The God of wiſdom will own and 
ſucceed our endeavours to form enlightened, judi- 


cious and virtuous characters. Such characters 


are ornaments to human nature: they are bleſſings 
to the earth: they will fhine forth as the Sun in 
the heavenly kingdom of their Father. 

But to cloſe, nearly in the words of the great 
Mr. Howe, “ we are profeſſedly going to hea- 
ven, that region of light and life and purity and 
« love. It well becomes them, . that are upon 
the way thither, modeſtly to enquire after truth. 
*© Humble, ſerious, diligent endeavours to increaſe 
in divine knowledge,” and to advance it, © are 
* very ſuitable to our preſent ſtate of imperfection 


and darkneſs, Beſides their uſefulneſs in the 
cc 


cc 


deavours, & we ſhall carry with us to heaven, 
D « I's 


way, the product of ſuch enquiries” and en- 


( 42) 
cc To heaven we ſhall carry with us truth and 
cc the knowledge of God. If we have their be- 
« ginnings here, we ſhall carry with us to hea- 

& ven, purity, devotedneſs to God and the Re- 
* deemer, divine love and joy. Every real, per- 
„ manent excellence that hath a fixed place in 
<© our ſouls, ſhall we carry with us to heaven; 
« and there poſſeſs it in full and everlaſting per- 
4 fetion *. Amen. 


* Howe's 46 Carnality of religious Contention.“ p. 85. 


THE END, 


Cory 
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